What happens if LIPA wins in court?
If LIPA wins the tax certiorari litigation on the Northport Power Plant (NPP)
property in court, this would result in an immediate property tax increase
across the Town of Huntington and a refund to LIPA for every year they
have challenged their property taxes, which every* residential and
commercial property owner in the Town would be liable to pay – not just
Northport-East Northport School District property owners. *Refund liability
is governed by the Suffolk County Tax Act, not the Town of Huntington.

View potential impact on residential property taxes

If the judge rules against the Town…
If LIPA wins the tax certiorari litigation against the Town in court, this chart
outlines the potential immediate property tax increase for all* property
owners across the Town of Huntington. These potential scenarios are based on
the average residential assessment for each school district in the Town and an
estimate of a Year 1 property tax increase based on 90%, 75% and 50%
reductions in assessed valuation of the Northport Power Plant (NPP) property,
as the actual result of an adverse court ruling cannot be known unless and
until the court rules against the Town. *The property tax increase would
affect the entire Town because only a portion of the taxes paid on the NPP
property are allocated to the Northport-East Northport School District; the
remaining taxes fund Town operations and other taxing districts.

View potential refund payment owed by residential property
owners if the court rules against the Town

Potential Liability (Residential)

If the judge for the LIPA case rules against the Town, every* residential and commercial
property owner across the Town of Huntington would be liable to pay back taxes owed
to LIPA – not just Northport-East Northport School District property owners. The reason
back taxes would be owed to LIPA if the court ruled against the Town is because LIPA
challenged their property taxes in court every year since 2010; a court ruling in favor
of LIPA would affirm LIPA’s argument that the Northport Power Plant (NPP) property
was overassessed for each of those years. This chart outlines the potential refund
liability for residential property owners across the Town of Huntington, based on the
average residential assessment for each school district in the Town. *Refund liability is
governed by the Suffolk County Tax Act, not the Town of Huntington.

View potential refund payment owed by commercial property
owners if the court rules against the Town

Potential Liability (Commercial)
If the judge for the LIPA case rules against the Town, every* residential and commercial
property owner across the Town of Huntington would be liable to pay back taxes owed to
LIPA – not just Northport-East Northport School District property owners. The reason
back taxes would be owed to LIPA if the court ruled against the Town is because LIPA
challenged their property taxes in court every year since 2010; a court ruling in LIPA’s
favor would affirm LIPA’s argument that the Northport Power Plant (NPP) property was
overassessed for each of those years. This chart outlines the potential refund liability for
commercial property owners across the Town of Huntington, based on the average
commercial assessment for each school district in the Town. *Refund liability is
governed by the Suffolk County Tax Act, not the Town of Huntington.

View potential impact on residential property taxes
if the Town accepts LIPA’s latest proposal

What happens if the Town accepts
LIPA’s latest settlement proposal?
The terms of LIPA’s latest proposal were negotiated between attorneys for the Town of
Huntington, the Northport-East Northport School District, LIPA and National Grid. If the
Town of Huntington accepts these terms, LIPA has agreed to abandon their multi-year
property tax challenges, which would help the Town avoid the financial devastation of a
multi-year property tax refund that all* property owners across the Town would be liable
to pay if the court rules against the Town. If the Town accepts the terms of the latest
proposal, LIPA has also agreed to pay an additional $14.5 million directly** to the
Northport-East Northport School District. This payment offer is unprecedented compared
to any offer any municipality has ever negotiated with LIPA, including previous offers
negotiated with the Town of Huntington, which would help offset tax increases to district
residents while giving the school district time to plan for their future. *Refund liability is
governed by the Suffolk County Tax Act, not the Town of Huntington. **The NorthportEast Northport School District has always been the beneficiary of the school taxes on the
NPP property because of its location within the Northport-East Northport School District.

Chart reflects only the impact of accepting the offer; annual property tax increases are not included.

Public Forum on LIPA’s Latest
Settlement Proposal
Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 6:00 PM

Watch LIVE on Optimum 18, FIOS 38 or
huntingtonny.gov/featured-programs
Instructions on How to Participate:
huntingtonny.gov/lipa-forum

Chart reflects only the impact of accepting the offer; annual property tax increases are not included.

