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YEST VATERSHED OF CRAB MEADOW

General Description ;
| | The 423 ﬁcm galt marsh complex of Crab Meadow is located
north and eas‘t of the Village of Northport. Located in ths southwest
corner of this salt marsh complex is the major brackish swawp snd fresh
water pond unit (salinity .03 or less). ' | |
| The morthern edge is hilly and 1is bordeved by the Town golf
course and g hardwood stand.

The pond and swamp area im roughly quartered by Seeside Court
running north and south and the LILCO £illed right-of-way which rune
east and west covering an wnderground power line. | o

The water for the two eastarﬁ ponds 1s supplies by surfaee run~
off and springa which well up into the ponds. The lavel of the two ponds,
connected by an 18 inch eulvert, under the LILCO right-of-way. ean be
controlled at the existing (well-constructed) concrete weir by the use
of proper flash boards. For the present boundary of this pond see the
enclosed wap. :

Vegetation

The existing open water .:la.'q.uite shallow along the north, east,
and south perimeters. The remainder of the total potentldl pend avea is
dominated by a commmity of Cattalils. |

’I'h_e”tm eastern swampa have very little .standing watexr at
present. The flora comsista mainly of alder, cat briar, red meple, red
étem dogwood, sumaé, rose, viburnums, willow, commsom wild grapé and cattalls.

- The southwestern swamp is drier and supports a swamp forest




‘commumnity of vak, alder, red stem dogwood, slunk cabbage, winebé:ry,
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catbriar, and viburpums, Along the stream to the morth and in the lowest

smp thera are réd maple, cattail, and alder.

Théna four swamps have in common plunts 1u!lya genus 5"’-!—’.9}!3 .
commonly lmown as woolgrass. The vegetation along the outflow consists
mainly of coumon reed and marsh elder which ‘au.-e typleal of the higher,
drier salt warsh complex., |

Watexr .
The temperature of the two ponda, judging from the surface
temperatuga of their outflow 61°F on 6/28/62), is quite m!{ during summer

- montha., The pond water is slightly acid.

The outflow of the ponds 1s 'aistim&mly to be in excess of 100
gallons per minute (2/20/67 with littla runoff during thaprevi.oua 3 days).

The outflow of Fuchs Pond 1s somewhat less under similar conditions.

.Animal 1ife

Local residents state that the town irrigated the golf eotrse on a 24 hour
basls for about ten weeks without effecting the water level appreciably.
This indicates that the summer f£low ia quite constant, The ldasl residents
have tried to maintain or increase the water level of the ponds by installing
makeshift f£lashboards with little success. The wain reason for their |

efforts 18 to retain an smple supply of water for fire protection.

During a recent field trip,(3/10/67) and (2/20/67), wallard
ducks and over twemty woodcocks were observed. A great variety of water
oriented birds as well as other wildlife including turtles, killie fish

and awphibians are also present e-specially dui:ing the warmer months.
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‘Mans Tmpact en this Ares

After the comstruction of the filled righteof-way by LILCO
in early 1966, the pind wes divided, and the water leval of the northern
most pond dropped appreciably. The locsl residents wrged LIICO o place
a eulvert at the east end of the dike to conmvet the two ponds.

Aside from bresking the sontipuity of che pond, the ecologlcal
impact of the right-of-way on the total aves {s slight. The major

significant pevumenent damage resulting from the comatruction »f the ‘
dike iz ths pond gres lost to the £ill,

The swanps of the ares have been usad by man as a dumplog i|
ground for trash. Thus the major Lmpact has been to destroy assthetic |
considerations, i,n #n avea which should be presepving every frapment of !
nature's besuty. | |

Recommendations

Local residents have expressed a desive that the weteyr 3.@@1 o |
be raised. The fenpibilivy of such ﬁaﬂ favastigated and appropriate
slevations determined. | 7

The mein gosl of this mroject i to improve the Toun mﬁ
srea for wﬂ&ﬁfm fishing and sesthstics. To sceomplish this, Lt is
proposed to imersase the present water level by twe fest, resulting in
8 deeper svea vold of eattaile and the vedustlion of ahaitamd msqn&té
'bremdmg ares. Por the bommdsry of the proposed pond, ges enclosed wmap,

. The elevatioms daken along the old dike {wdicste several low
spots that should be vepaired, Alse, some troes shwlé ba claa?ed From
the dike. N |
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' The electrical enmgineering department of Long Islend Lighting
Colmp‘any was contacted to see 1f the two foot increase in water level
would adversly effeect their sand dike and the underground power cables.
They could see no problems :lmmlvi.ng the wmderground power. cables and |
also saw 1o problems as longas the water did not effect the use of the
dike as a road by long Island Lighting Company vehicles, Dike atabilizsticm
by the planting of grasees was discussed, end if necessary will be done.

The privately owned swampy ereas to the west of the old dike
represent the dwindling remnants of the red maple swamp habitat in the
Town of Funtington. To retain such areas for publie bettémant it s
suggested that these 3.730 acres be acquired by ths Tows and dedicated
to conservation.

The foregoing proposals will benefit fi.sh and wildli.fa especlally
waterfowl and wading birds. The local school on Korwood Avenm (UFsD #&)
could use the avea for education purposes. '

The ‘quantity and quality of the water in t’ha pounds would ‘be
improved by the increased depth. The pond temperature, based on tha oute
flow temperature, should be amunﬁ 60°r. This tempu‘#tzm& 15 in the

vange of many desirable fresh water sport fioh,'




Jﬁéﬁfﬁg....

A dol
DX
-

.0;.0

General Description

Fuchs Pond is the southern most pond in the previcusly
described wetlands complex. It appears to be gbout half its potemtial
size siﬁce the £lash board weir {s non-operative. Its present shape is
limited by highlands to the southeast and a low red maple swamp on the
northwest. , | |
- 'i‘ha pond 1a fed by springs, run-off water, end g capped spring
used for fire protection and maintaing a r;easouab!y cool watey temperature
the year raun&. The water which runs out of Fuche Pond doag not enter
the upper pond described previously, but skirtvs alépg the old dike
following a northerly course and joins the mailn stream below the flash
board weir in the old dike. | : | | ?

Impact of Man

Fuchs Pond 15 situated on prive!:a property and :ls not open to
t:ha public. The northexn end has been defiled by dumping trash, old cars

and waste £111.

'Racamanda.tions . ) N
| The contrete weir should be rebuilt and the £lagh boards repl‘acadx:
in order to raise the water level two to three feat. This will have the
effect of covering the swemp on the northwest side to a depth of about
one foot, doubling the surface area of the pond and iucrming tl'w fish
and wildlife potentia!. |
The upland sround the pond should be pimtsd with a variety of .
shrubs of value t:o' wildiife,, to enhance the total .potent:!.al of the area.
Of course, none of the ébava can be aeémplishad wvithout approﬁal of the
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_cwner Dr. Fuchs is amenable to opening the pond to some controlled use .

and . should be officially approached relative o his position.
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EAST WATERSHED OF CRAB MEADOW

' @eneral Deseriptilon

The East Watershed of Crab Meadow i3 a lowland located
between two hills which run in a north-south direction. This area
atarts at Route 254 and continues in a northerly diractian. m' atrean
in the center of this lowland drains the surrounding hills of run-off
water., As this stream travels northerly man& small yivulets join it
to giva it a late winter voitme of about 100 pallons per minute bafore

I~ entering Crab Meadow. ’

The lowland itself is divided into three areas by earth dikes
which £crmeriy created three distinot fresh water wetland areas. The
ddkes are now broken, and the pond basins have been 4nvaded by red maple,
alder, summer swét and an assortment of other wetland trg§simry épecies.
Impact of Man on this Area |

The ecology of this area is alowly changing as the once watlanda
become drier lowland. Ag this change oceurs, the specles of plants io-

habiting the area slso change. This has been brought sbeut because of
the ﬂbnwaberatziml state on the dikes. | _ |

| Hore as in other picturesque areas of I.nng Island, there are
those who choose to destroy tha sesthetic and biologlcal values by dumping
rubbish., It is a pity that our‘unpmtactgd open areas are vulnerable to

those fewwho have little regard for their value. |

EBiology of thé Area _ _
| The lowland harbors wany apeé!.es of upland and marsh song birds.

There is evidence of area used by rabb:l.f.s, pheagent and othey gamé birds.

Since the lowland is no longer covered by water, 8 large red maple commumity
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ﬂﬁas taken hold ainng udﬁh other wetlands specléa to offer sanctuary tel‘
a great variety of wildlife. : - |
Recommendations
gl.' Remove all rubbish and attempt to keep the area free of
future debris. ' ’

2. Consider the feasibility of constructing small ponds.
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