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1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 2

1. Project Description

The Town of Huntington desires to revitalize the Huntington Harbor 

shoreline by creating a public walkway along the waterfront.  The 

proposed Harbor Walkway will improve pedestrian access to the 

shoreline; tie together existing parks; and develop new parkland 

along the waterfront.  This project will attract visitors, and add eco-

nomic strength to the surrounding neighborhood and the Town of 

Huntington overall.

The key to creating a desirable destination where people will want 

to go and spend time is establishing continuity and identity.  Estab-

lishing continuity is achieved by improving pedestrian access to the 

waterfront, connectivity, safety and comfort and by consolidating and 

centralizing car parking to gain the maximum available green space 

along the waterfront.  Establishing an identity is achieved by utilizing 

a consistent palette of rich materials, interpreting local history, ref-

erencing the surrounding context through design and improving site 

amenities for visitors. 

The Town of Huntington engaged The RBA Group (RBA) to study the 

harbor area and develop a proposed route for the Huntington Harbor 

Walkway.  This report presents the results of RBA�s feasibility study,

site reconnaissance, construction requirement analysis, concept 

plan and design report.

The RBA Group began their work with an intensive site reconnais-

sance effort that included ! eld visits and review of existing data 

received from the Town of Huntington, Suffolk County and various 

agencies.  This data was documented in site reconnaissance maps 

and photographs.  RBA�s next step was to clarify project goals and 

objectives and identify constraints to implementation of those objec-

tives.  Finally, based on our data analysis and with input from the 

Town, The RBA Group developed a draft conceptual master plan for 

the Huntington Harbor Walkway.  The draft conceptual master plan 

is both described in text and illustrated in map form.  A more detailed 

conceptual design, described in words, renderings and elevations, 

has been developed for six speci! c locations within the overall limits 

of the Harbor Walkway. 

The project is described from west to east, starting at Mill Dam Ma-

rina and ending at Halesite Park.
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2. SITE RECONNAISSANCE 3

2. Site Reconnaissance

The shoreline area studied in this project is bounded by all of Mill 

Dam Road to the south, and NYS Route 110 to the east.  The project 

limits begin at the intersection of West Shore Road and Mill Dam 

Road, follows Mill Dam Road east to the intersection with NYS Route 

110 and continues north along NYS Route 110 to East Shore Road.  

The study area ends and includes Halesite Park on East Shore Road.  

The length of the shoreline area studied is approximately three quar-

ters of a mile long.

The RBA Group conducted a thorough site reconnaissance of the 

project area and recorded existing conditions on a series of maps, 

included on the following pages.  Since no topographic survey ac-

curately depicting existing site conditions for the project area was 

available, the information collected is superimposed on the most cur-

rent aerial photographs of the area.  The area studied is limited to the 

properties located between the roadways mentioned above and the 

shoreline.  However, adjacent development projects and concerns, 

where identi! ed and taken into consideration when forming this plan 

and they are described herein. 

The following information was collected and is documented on the 

maps in this chapter or included in the Appendix of this study:

� Identi! cation of ownership and lease status of any parcels that

  maybe partially incorporated into the design

� Surface & subsurface soil conditions (See Appendix)

� Mature trees

� Wetlands (See Appendix)

� Surface water

� Natural features within 25 feet of project location

� Man made structures

� View corridors

� Known or suspected archeological resources/sites (See Appendix)

� Flood hazards and boundaries (See Appendix)

� Existing green space

� Planned/future capital projects

� Existing municipal parking 

� Bulkhead condition (See Appendix)

� Utilities (See Appendix)

� Storm water management (See Appendix)

� Sewer district (See Appendix)

Aerial photograph of Huntington Harbor

It should be noted that what is depicted as the existing Mill Dam Road in the following site reconnaissance maps is actually the ! nished rede-

sign and associated improvements that are currently under construction by Suffolk County, planned to be completed by the end of 2007. 
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42.1. EXISTING CONDITIONS MAP
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2.3. EXISTING MUNICIPAL PARKING MAP 6
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2.5 HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES:

Although the Huntington Harbor area has a rich history dating 

back as far as the original European settlement of the town, the 

construction of a harbor walkway is not expected to have an im-

pact on historical or archaeological resources.  

Since the establishment of the Town of Huntington the southern 

end of the harbor has been used for maritime and industrial pur-

poses.  In early years this was the location of the Huntington 

mill, which ground the grain of local farmers.  The harbor was the 

primary means of transportation of goods and people until the 

arrival of the railroad, and still remained an important transpor-

tation link into the 20th century.  Recreational visitors came by 

boat from New York City, and goods such as coal continued to be 

shipped by sea.  Although Huntington has always had shipyards, 

it was never a whaling or ! shing port, so while there were many 

! shing boats there were not many buildings used by the ! shing 

industry.  When Huntington began to suburbanize many of the 

harbor properties converted from maritime industrial to service 

industrial properties such as auto repair shops and contractor�s 

yards, although some continued to be used for manufacturing.  

Recreational boating uses began to dominate the harbor.  In re-

cent years there has been demand to convert industrial uses to 

commercial uses to take advantage of the surrounding wealthy 

community and the convenience of shopping here compared to 

downtown Huntington village.

Most of the historical buildings have been demolished as their 

uses became obsolete.  Some buildings are the second or third 

building on their site.  Buildings were also affected by physical 

changes in the harbor.  The mill was moved northward twice as 

sedimentation ! lled in the southern portion of the harbor.  The old 

mill buildings were demolished and most of the land around them 

covered by ! ll to create dry land that is now developed.  A lot of 

! ll was also used to shore up the land along the current harbor 

boundaries.  Archaeological studies would only be fruitful in areas 

where signi! cant ground disturbance is proposed.  

The construction for a project such as the Harbor Walkway is 

not expected to disturb any archaeological resources.  However, 

archaeological studies should be considered on a site-by-site ba-

sis if signi! cant excavation is proposed on a particular property.  

Historical records would also have to be consulted to determine 

the prior site uses.

2.5. HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 8

The New York State Historic Registration Of! ce Geographic Infor-

mation System for Archeology and National Register Map, as well 

as associated information from the SHPO website, have been in-

cluded in the Appendix for the purpose of general reference.

2.6 EXISTING UTILITIES:

It is acknowledged that the exact locations of above and below 

ground utilities will need to be located on a case-by-case basis for 

each property, which is associated with any proposed establishment 

of the Harbor Walkway, as well as proposals for areas adjacent to 

the Harbor Walkway.  Utility providers including those of oil or natural 

gas, telecommunications, and ! ber optics are regularly expanding 

and upgrading their services which often includes relocation of infra-

structure equipment and materials.  For these reasons utility com-

panies generally require associated noti! cation of commencement 

of such projects.  Existing infrastructure records that were made 

available at the time this report was prepared have been included in 

the Appendix for reference, however, they are not intended to serve 

construction purposes or to be assumed accurate for any engineer-

ing design. The locations of below and above ground infrastructure 

at each property will need to be addressed at the time in which each 

property is being undertaken for the Harbor Walkway.
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2.7. PHOTOGRAPHS 9

Looking northeast at Mill Dam Marina.  Head-in parking at Mill Dam 

Marina currently prohibits visual contact with the water.  This section 

of Mill Dam Road has no sidewalk.

Looking at the American Legion Hall from Route 110: The American 

Legion Hall is situated at a key location at the intersection of Mill 

Dam Road and NYS Route 110. 

Looking northwest on Mill Dam Road.  Mill Dam Road is a two lane 

road with parking on each side of the road.  However, it is paved 

rather excessively.

Looking northeast across the parking lot of the American Legion.  

The parking lot is closed to the public and only opens for functions at 

the American Legion.

Looking across Mill Dam Road at Overlook Park.  This Park is basi-

cally the only existing green space with site furniture and shade trees 

on Mill Dam Road.             

Looking south on the west side of NYS Route 110 at the intersection 

of Ketewomoke Drive. Currently there is no sidewalk on the west side 

of NYS Route 110. This area also experiences ! ooding problems.        
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Looking northwest across NYS Route 110 at North East Bait &Tackle 

store.  Several properties along this section of the Harbor are pri-

vately owned and access to the water is prohibited to the public.

Looking south at the Harbor Club from the municipal parking lot.  The 

Harbor Club is a restaurant and catering hall situated at the water-

front, next to Prime, another restaurant.

Looking at Prime from NYS Route 110.  This is one of the two res-

taurants facing the waterfront within the entire study area of the Har-

bor.

Looking northeast at the municipal parking lot located adjacent to the 

Harbor Club restaurant. Water access for the public is possible, but 

there are no amenities to encourage visiting this area and strolling 

along the waterfront.

Looking northeast on the outdoor deck of Prime.  The Town has ac-

cess to an 8 foot easement along the waterfront, which interlaces 

with the restaurant�s outdoor seating.

Looking at the Ketewomoke Yacht Club from NYS Route 110.  This 

is a private yacht club situated between a municipal parking lot and 

Halesite Marina.  

102.7. PHOTOGRAPHS
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Looking out to the harbor from Halesite Marina.  The entire Marina lot 

is paved and without any landscaping to soften the hard surfaces. 

Looking west at Halesite Marina Park from NYS Route 110.  Halesite 

Fire Department is to the left. The expansive pavement of the road 

dominates this site. 

Looking east from Halesite Marina to NYS Route 110.  The existing 

comfort station is in poor condition and needs to be renovated. The 

current location blocks the water view from NYS Route 110.

Looking southeast from Halesite Park along East Shore Road.  East 

Shore Road is a quiet two lane road with on-street parking and a 

sidewalk on the west side. 

Looking west at Halesite Marina Park.  This park is one of the two 

parks along the Harbor with site amenities and some mature trees.    

Looking west through Halesite Park�s iron fence facing the Harbor.  

This park has great potential due to its mature trees and the expan-

sive lawn area.

112.7. PHOTOGRAPHS
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3. CONSTRAINTS 12

during peak hours.  

Several properties along NYS Route 110 are privately owned and 

prohibit physical and/or visual access to the waterfront for the public.  

Most of the commercial businesses are marine related, but not all 

require direct waterfront access (for example American Credit Card 

Processing Corporation and North-East Bait & Tackle).

Public access to the waterfront is limited at the municipal parking-

3.3. Halesite

Halesite Park lays hidden between two active marinas in a residen-

tial neighborhood. There is limited parking available on the street in 

front of the Park.  The small municipal parking lot of Halesite Park at 

the bottom of the hill is mainly used by the adjacent Knutson West 

Marine. 

3. Constraints

Several constraints prohibit visitors to Huntington Harbor from visit-

ing and strolling along the waterfront:

Mill Dam Road is an excessively wide two-lane road with curb side 

parking on both sides.  Head-in parking at Mill Dam Marina block 

views to the water.  At Mill Dam Marina, there is only a narrow strip 

of grass between the expansive parking area and the bulkhead leav-

ing no room for visitors to stroll.  This area also lacks a sidewalk.  

No site furniture is associated with Mill Dam Road, other than at the 

small Overlook Park, which has two benches.  The concrete bulk-

head has failed in many areas and the shoreline is deteriorating.

Further southeast, Willis Ma-

rine and the adjoining shops 

block visual contact with the 

water for the passers-by.  The 

sidewalk is squeezed between 

the tall marina fence and Mill 

Dam Road with the curb side 

parking on Mill Dam Road.  

Adding to the �unpleasant at-

mosphere� is the collection of 

rusted boat stands parked on 

the grass strip between fence 

and sidewalk.  

3.1. Mill Dam  Road

The only amenity along Mill 

Dam Road is a delicatessen 

at the intersection of Mill Dam 

Road and West Shore Road.  

The delicatessen provides 

some seating outside, but it ap-

pears under utilized due to the 

rather unpleasant surrounding 

environment which consists of 

broken asphalt pavement and 

haphazardly parked cars. 

3.2. NYS Route 110

The existing sidewalk along the eastern section of Mill Dam Road 

ends at the American Legion Hall.  The parking lot in the rear of the 

hall is closed off to the general public and is only used for American 

Legion functions.  

There is no sidewalk on the 

west side of NYS Route 110 

from the American Legion Hall 

to Prime.  There is, however, a 

sidewalk on the east side of the 

road.  NYS Route 110 is a two-

lane road with parallel parking 

on one side and a very narrow 

shoulder. Traf! c volumes are 

signi! cant, making it dif! cult to 

cross the road as a pedestrian 

lot and there are no ameni-

ties to invite people to visit 

and stroll.   The lot consists 

of a large paved area with no 

landscaping, other than a sin-

gle lonely tree, to soften the 

hardscape and provide shade.   

Ketewomoke, another private 

yacht club, blocks public ac-

cess to the water north of the 

municipal parking lot. 

The Halesite Marina parking lot offers no amenities or landscaping 

as well.  Halesite Marina Park is the only landscaped lot on NYS 

Route 110 where the public has access to the waterfront. While the 

park has some mature trees and lawn areas, it is still dominated by 

the parking lot.  

The park is somewhat visually 

disconnected from the rest of 

the harbor and does not serve 

as a compelling destination for 

passive recreation.  During all 

of RBA�s site visits, only two 

visitors were observed in the 

park (it seems to lack a reason 

for existence).  

The sidewalk from Halesite Marina Park to East Shore Road to Hale-

site Park is discontinuous, making it dif! cult for pedestrians to navi-

gate the waterfront.  The existing retaining wall, overlook structures 

and large stair cases at the entrance to the park along East Shore 

Road are in poor condition.  The existing pavilion on the southeast 

side of the park is also very run down.  The existing concrete bulk-

head has failed and caused the shore line to erode.       
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4. OBJECTIVES 13

4. Objectives

The following objectives guided the development of the draft concep-

tual master plan for the proposed Harbor Walkway.  The objectives 

are listed without any hierarchy.

� Create a signature public open space, distinct to the Town of 

  Huntington

� Develop the Harbor Walkway along the shoreline wherever 

  possible

� Create maximum public access to the waterfront 

� Develop a design that is conscious of the environment and least 

  intrusive to the natural processes.

� Develop numerous outdoor �rooms� connected by a consistent 

  palette of materials and furnishings.

� Design a setting that will accommodate people of all ages, back

  grounds and interests

� Develop accessible outdoor space

� Design the Harbor Walkway in concert with adjacent 

  developments

� Provide public amenities along the Harbor Walkway

� Increase landscaped areas wherever possible

� Offer short and  long-term solutions where the proposed walkway 

  does not follow the waterfront

� Create visual interests along the Harbor Walkway

� Carefully consider key views to the water from the surrounding 

   roadways

4.1. Harbor Walkway Elements

A unique Harbor Walkway identity will be de! ned by the consistent 

use of the following uniform design elements:

� Pavement

� Benches

� Trash receptacles

� Light posts

� Railing

� Design Elements

� Signage

All Harbor Walkway elements are selected to be similar in nature to 

the existing streetscape elements in Huntington Village.

The need for a pervious concrete paving unit that allows water to 

permeate the soil has become increasingly important.  The use of 

permeable pavers has been proven to be very bene! cial.  Erosion 

and storm water runoff are reduced; water quality is improved; and 

project costs for drainage and retention systems are reduced.  

A highly durable and excellent permeable paver for municipal proj-

ects is Aqua-Loc paver from Hanover Pavers.  Aqua-Loc is a perme-

able interlocking paver, which provides 10.6%  open space allowing 

water to in! ltrate the ground at a rate of 7� to 8� per hour depending 

on the method of installation.  This paver can be installed mechani-

cally to save time and reduce costs.

4.1.2. Bench

In the absence of a typical �Town of Huntington�-bench (several differ-

ent styles of bench are in use throughout the Village and its parks), 

it is recommended that a unique bench be chosen for consistent 

application throughout the Harbor Walkway project.  Because the 

surrounding architectural environment is a thorough mix of old and 

new, a neo-traditional bench, with a bit of a contemporary look is rec-

ommended.  The selected bench, called Plainwell, comes in wood 

or aluminum and is manufactured by Landscape Forms. The wood 

model Plainwell bench is recommended over the aluminum model.  

4.1.1. Pavement:

While a walkway along the harbor is traditionally connected with a 

boardwalk and a wood surfacing, this project is better served using 

4.1.3. Trash Receptacle

The matching trash receptacles 

to the bench, also manufactured 

by Landscape Forms is called 

Plainwell Litter Receptacle and 

also comes in wood or alumi-

num. The wood model trash re-

ceptacle is recommended for the 

Harbor Walkway.

Aqua-Loc unit paver, manufactured by Hanover Pavers

Plainwell bench, manufactured by Landscape Forms.

pavers.  The walkway does not run continuously along the water-

front.  The proposed path width and layout will vary.  Unit pavers are 

easier and less expensive to install over a stable subgrade.  Pavers 

offer greater " exibility in how they may be used and require less 

long-term maintenance. 

The appearance of this 

paver is consistent with the 

Town�s recent revitalization 

effort of Huntington Village�s 

sidewalks.

Recycled Plastic is another option that the Town may wish to pur-

sue.

si

dewalks.
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4.1. HARBOR WALKWAY ELEMENTS 14

4.1.5. Railing

The existing wood railing in 

the sections of the harbor 

that are currently accessi-

ble to the public are in bad 

condition and will need to 

be replaced.  A railing with 

a lighter appearance is rec-

ommended.  This will match 

the selected site furniture 

and the existing light posts.  

A combination of steel and 

wood is recommended.  To 

the right are some selected 

photographic examples of 

railings from other projects.

Harbor Walkway, Sea Cliff

Hudson River Park, New York

River Park South, New York̀

4.1.4. Light Posts

The light posts currently 

used in the municipal park-

ing lot are also placed 

throughout Heckscher Park 

in Huntington.  Using the 

same ! xture throughout the 

Harbor Walkway will pro-

vide continuity.

Light Post, Huntington Harbor

4.1.6. Design Elem ents

In conceptualizing the Huntington Harbor Walkway, the master plan 

attempts to create a public open space facility that is unique and spe-

cial.  The consistent use of the materials and furniture styles detailed 

above will help to establish a consistent �look� for the Huntington Har-

bor Walkway.  Because, however, the circuitous alignment, constant-

ly changing geometry and mixed architectural context surrounding 

the proposed walkway combine to challenge the concept of continu-

ity, The RBA Group have sought to exploit all possible opportunities 

to create small �rooms� along the waterfront where people will be 

encouraged to stop and linger and enjoy the views.  The RBA Group 

have sought to design these �moments� along the walkway such that 

they relate to each other in scale and appearance. Therefore, RBA 

4.1.7. Signage

Instructive signage directing pedestrians to harbor amenities and at-

tractions along the waterfront will be established consistent with the 

aforementioned Harbor Walkway design elements. Additionally, the 

town is planning the implementation of an educational/interpretive 

sign kiosk at Halesite Marina Park as part of a Coastal Resources 

Interpretive Program for Huntington�s waterfront under the Local Wa-

terfront Revitalization Program for Huntington Harbor.

has chosen to give these spaces an elliptical form to further unify the 

overall design of the proposed walkway.  Four such locations occur 

along the walkway.
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5. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS AND RESPONSES 15

5. Planning Considerations and Responses

5.1. Overview

The preferred layout of the Harbor Walkway is described starting at 

the intersection of Mill Dam Road with West Shore Road heading 

northeast and ending at Halesite Park.  

Starting at the southwestern corner of the project area, the Harbor 

Walkway follows the shoreline along Mill Dam Road to Willis Ma-

rine.  Willis Marine is privately owned and blocks public access to 

the water.  The Harbor Walkway has to continue on the sidewalk 

along Mill Dam Road to the American Legion Hall.  The properties 

to the north of the American Legion Hall are also privately owned 

and thus the Harbor Walkway must again follow the adjacent road-

way, in this case, NYS Route 110.  At Prime, the walk leads to the 

waterfront following along the property line to Coney�s Marine.  The 

Harbor Walkway follows the waterfront on an easement through the 

outdoor seating area of the restaurant to the Municipal Parking Lot.  

The walkway crosses the parking lot of the Ketewomoke Yacht Club 

to the Halesite Marina parking lot and Halesite Marina Park.  The 

connection to Halesite Park � at least in the interim - is created by 

extending the Harbor Walkway on the sidewalk up the hill past the 

Halesite Fire Department and turning north onto East Shore Road 

towards Halesite Park.

5.2. Harbor Walkway - Design Approach

The proposed Harbor Walkway starts at the intersection of West 

Shore Road with Mill Dam Road at Porco�s Streetside Deli Market.  

This delicatessen is the only grocery shop on this side of the shore 

and is fairly busy, especially during lunchtime.  It is a great attrac-

tion for the harbor walk and is incorporated into the design.  Outdoor 

seating is currently offered, but barely used. 

In order to create a pedestrian friendly environment it is recommend-

ed that the landscaped area along the shoreline to be increased.  

The  head-in parking on the shore side of Mill Dam Road is elimi-

nated and replaced by parallel parking.  By eliminating the striped 

medians on Mill Dam Road, the road can be shifted further south. 

These measurements create an approximately 50 foot wide strip of 

land that can be transformed into parkland.  The Harbor Walkway 

follows the bulkhead.  A meandering outline to the landscaped areas 

creates cozy niches of various sizes for seating and recreation.

An informal edge with broad steps and large boulders replicate the 

natural shoreline, create additional interest, and offer informal seat-

ing opportunities (see image below).  The width of the paved walk 

varies between 10 and 20 feet.

Streams - by  Artist Athena Tacha

A sidewalk is introduced on the north and south side of Mill Dam 

Road and striped crosswalks help consolidate pedestrian crossing of 

the roadway which currently is spread out and haphazard.

At the boat launch, the harbor walk continues as a 10 foot wide side-

walk along Mill Dam Road.  At Overlook Park, the Harbor Walkway 

follows the existing bulkhead.  The pavement needs to be widened to 

a minimum of 10 feet.  By eliminating the striped median on Mill Dam 

Road the road can shift 20 feet to the south. The newly gained space 

is incorporated into the Overlook Park as an additional landscaped 

area.

East of the Overlook Park, Mill Dam Road narrows.  The privately 

owned Willis Marine is to the north of the road and prohibits public 

access to the waterfront as well as visual access to the water.  The 

remaining space between the property lines of Willis Marine marked 

by a six feet high chain link fence and the curb line of Mill Dam Road 

varies in width and does not allow a continuous design for this sec-

tion of the harbor walk.  The Harbor Walkway runs along Willis Marine 

as a 10 foot wide sidewalk along the curb line.  The remaining por-

tion of the right-of-way is landscaped with low shrubs and columnar 

shaped shade trees to buffer the visual impact of the large fence and 

the stacked boats (see Section/Elevation B-B� on next page).  The 

sidewalk is paved with the typical Harbor Walkway pavement to 

emphasize the continuity of the route despite the change in scen-

ery.  The 5 foot wide sidewalk on the south side of Mill Dam Road 

continues along the parallel parking lane and ends at the ! ltration 

pond to connect to the Mill Dam Pond trails.  A crosswalk across 

Mill Dam Road connects these trails with the Harbor Walkway.  

Way! nding signage provides advertisement and direction to Mill 

Dam Pond Park.  

The Mill Dam Pond Revitalization project will complement the 

implementation of the Harbor Walkway by being one of the har-

bor amenities and attractions. Directional way! nding signs refer-

encing Mill Dam Pond Park should complement the interpretive/

educational kiosk the Town of Huntington is planning at Hales-

ite Marina Park. Case study examples of way! nding signs are 

shown below.

Identi! cation And Orientation Signs for Bronx River Greenway - Design by 

Studio L� Image

Standard New York City 

Parks Department

Directional Signs

Directional Signs - Brooklyn Children�s Museum - 

Design by Liebowitz Gould
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5.2. HARBOR WALKWAY DESIGN APPROACH 16

At the American Legion Hall, the Harbor Walkway follows the bulk-

head.  This is the ! rst opportunity to view the water after passing 

Willis Marine.  The minimum width of the walk on this property 

should be 12 feet and at its widest location a monument honors 

all men and women of Huntington who have served in the Armed 

Forces.  A landscaped planting bed creates a buffer to the park-

ing lot and softens the geometric outlines of this lot.

The properties north of the American Legion Hall are privately 

owned and occupied by the following businesses: Knutson Ma-

rine, American Credit Card Processing Corporation, North-East 

Bait & Tackle, Down East Yachts, and Coney�s Marine.  The Har-

bor Walkway continues on NYS Route 110 past these businesses.  

Proposed through this section is a new sidewalk on the west side 

of NYS Route 110 with a minimum width of 7 feet, paved with the 

typical Harbor Walkway pavement to emphasize the continuity of 

the walk despite the change in scenery (see Section/Elevation 

D-D� on next page). 

As a long-term solution, the Town of Huntington should attempt to 

acquire some or all of the non-water dependent, privately owned 

properties, in particular the American Credit Card Processing 

Corporation and North-East Bait & Tackle.  These businesses do 

not require a waterfront location to conduct business.  Down East 

Yachts is located on Town owned property and thus an agree-

ment concerning public access may be easier to realize as a 

function of future lease renewal negotiations.  The business ac-

tivities at the Knutson and Coney�s Marine require direct access 

to the water and contribute signi! cantly to the maritime character 

of Huntington Harbor. 

The long-term solution for this section of the Harbor Walkway 

is for the Town to acquire an easement for an 8 foot wide walk 

along the bulkhead on the Knutson Marine property.  The long-

term solution for the property to the north, which is occupied by 

the American Credit Card Processing Corporation and North-East 

Bait & Tackle, is acquisition by the Town.  These locations would 

be a great spot for a restaurant with outdoor seating facing the 

harbor.  An easement through Coney�s Marine is not feasible due 

to safety concerns and before entering Coney�s Marine property 

the Harbor Walkway would turn back to NYS Route 110.

The Harbor Walkway heads back to the waterfront at Prime, fol-

lowing the property line to Coney�s Marine.  Currently a grass 

strip separates the properties.  The walkway follows along this 
Section/Elevation B-B�: Mill Dam Road at Willis Marine

Scale: NTS
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Section/Elevation D-D�: NYS Route 110 at Coney�s Marine

Scale: NTS

Harbor Walkway at the Prime Restaurant

crossing is in close proximity to the clubhouse.

The Harbor Walkway continues into Halesite Marina as a meander-

ing promenade. Weaving the walk into a wide planting buffer creates 

numerous outdoor rooms and offers various seating arrangements. 

The Marina parking lot is restructured by relocating and combining 

the public comfort station and the Harbor Master�s of! ce.  

The Harbor Walkway continues past the new Harbor Master�s of! ce 

to Halesite Marina Park where it follows the bulkhead to Knutson 

Yacht Haven Marine.  The walk widens to 20 feet along the west side 

of the park and returns to a 12 foot wide promenade along its sides.  

A cantilevered platform in the shape of an ellipse is the dynamic focal 

point of the park.  It provides an area for events like wedding ceremo-

nies and Town announcements. 

Since the property to the north of Halesite Marina Park is occupied 

by the Knutson Yacht Haven Marine, the Harbor Walkway has to 

head away from the waterfront.  The Harbor Walkway turns into a 7 

foot wide sidewalk and follows the narrowed road along the Halesite 

Fire Department.  The ! nal destination of the Amityville/Huntington 

Harbor bus route is located right here at Halesite Marina Park and a 

bus shelter is incorporated into the extended Harbor Walkway.  A tree 

lined planting bed provides a buffer to the adjacent marina.

Along East Shore Road the Harbor Walkway turns into a narrow 5 foot 

wide sidewalk.  The existing narrow right-of-way and the hilly condi-

tions do not allow the accommodation of a wider sidewalk.  However, 

the typical pavement will guide the visitors to Halesite Park, the ! nal 

destination of the Harbor Walkway.

Halesite Park offers a great view of the Harbor.  It is a beautiful set-

ting with expansive lawn areas and mature trees.  However, the park 

lacks a sense of destination, a connection with the rest of the harbor 

activities, and parking space. 

A sense of destination can be provided by refurbishing and estab-

lishing a food concession in the existing pavilion at the bottom of the 

park.  

A connection with the rest of the Harbor Walkway is created by re-

peating not only the materials and furnishings used throughout but 

also repeating the elliptical form utilized at the other important public 

open spaces created throughout the Harbor Walkway.  A large level 

plaza is proposed for the spot in front of the concession stand, offer-

grass strip to the end of the parking lot.  From there the walk leads 

to one side of Prime Restaurant where it joins an existing sideway 

entrance to the outdoor seating area in the back of Prime.  As an al-

ternative solution the walkway could cut right through the entry drive 

into the parking lot.  Typical Harbor Walkway pavement, lighting and 

furnishings are used throughout the property to accentuate the walk 

and assure pedestrian safety in and next to the parking lot.  At the 

rear of the restaurant, the walkway continues along the waterfront 

along the existing easement through the restaurant�s property as a 

seven foot wide esplanade.  The decorated outdoor seating area 

of the restaurant invites strollers to pause and relax (see picture of 

existing conditions on this page).

The Harbor Walkway continues to the municipal parking lot, where 

its width increases again to its typical 12 feet.  In this stretch the 

walkway runs parallel to the bulkhead.  Plantings buffer people stroll-

ing from the parking lot.

From here the Harbor Walkway crosses through the Ketewomoke 

Yacht Club parking lot as a 10 foot wide walk.  The location of this 
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ing room for activities and seating.

On the water side of the park steps lead down to the water offering 

an opportunity for the public to get their hands and feet wet (see im-

age on this page).  The steps are ! anked by a timber boardwalk on 

each side.  

On the hillside, the step theme is repeated this time carved into the 

hill, dying into the slope on each side.  The steps function as retain-

ing walls for level terraces above the plaza as well as offering addi-

tional informal seating.

A public comfort station is situated next to the concession stand.  The 

existing parking near Knutson West Marine is formalized, additional 

head-in parking is provided on East Shore Road.  

As a long-term solution for this section of the Harbor Walkway the 

Town should work out an agreement with the Knutson Yacht Haven 

Marine.  The property along the waterfront here is actually owned by 

the Town of Huntington and leased by the Marina.  A walkway would 

be an ideal connection for this short section of the walkway from 

Halesite Marina to Halesite Park.

5.2. HARBOR WALKWAY DESIGN APPROACH

Dumbo Park, Brooklyn
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6.1. Mill Dam Road Design Cross Section

By eliminating the head-in parking and striped medians, Mill Dam 

Road can shift further south and the newly gained land will be trans-

formed into parkland. 

The Harbor Walkway is scaled spaciously and its meandering outline 

creates interesting �outdoor rooms�. An informal edge with the green 

space is studded with boulders as a reminder of the former natural 

shoreline.  The boulders also serve as informal seating; formal seat-

ing is offered in the semi-circular �outdoor rooms�.  

Large trees provide shade for the promenade (see Section/Elevation 

A-A� on this page).

A series of broad steps lead to a plaza set a couple of feet lower than 

the Harbor Walkway.  Large boulders and rip-rap replace the bulk-

head allowing informal water access.  The terraced amphitheater
style steps function as informal seat-

ing with a view of the harbor suitable 

for outdoor dining (the delicatessen 

is adjacent) and/or viewing perfor-

mances.

The former comfort station has been 

moved slightly to the south to allow 

continuous ! ow of the Harbor Walk-

way along the waterfront.

The head-in parking on the north 

side of Mill Dam Road at Mill Dam 

Marina is eliminated and replaced 

by parallel parking.  This will result 

in a net loss of 3 parking spots.  A 5 

foot wide sidewalk and a new curb 

are introduced along the road.  Ad-

ditional head-in parking is offered on 

the south side of Mill Dam Road. The 

Park and Marina visitors share the 

parking lot in Mill Dam Park.  Striped 

crosswalks connect both sides of the 

street.

Section/Elevation A-A�: Mill Dam Marina

Scale: NTS
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6.3. American Legion Design Cross Section

The 12 foot wide promenade opens into an elliptical plaza.  This pro-

posed public open space comes at an important point in the overall 

Harbor Walkway.  The access to the waterfront at the American Le-

gion site is important because it is ! anked on either side by sections 

of the Harbor Walkway where waterfront access is not possible.  It is 

also important because it is the �knuckle� in the route, the point where 

the orientation of the walkway shifts and views of the harbor change 

dramatically. Therefore, the plaza offers a unique vantage point.  The 

bit of esplanade proposed for behind the Hall is also the part closest to 

downtown and as such may receive more visitors arriving by foot.  

An interesting long-term strategy for this site maybe for the Town to 

" nd a new site for the American Legion at future lease negotiations and 

convert the hall into a museum or community room or visitor center.

A monument honoring all men and women who have served in the 

armed forces serves as the focal point of the elliptical plaza planned for 

this location.  If the Harbor Walkway were to eventually continue along 

the waterfront through Knutson Marine, the connection would be from 

this plaza.  

Flowering trees are planted in a straight line along the Harbor Walk-

way; reinforcing the alignment of the promenade while providing shade 

for visitors.  Benches are facing the waterfront (see Section/Elevation 

C-C� on this page).  A passageway through the planting buffer connects 

the Harbor Walkway with the parking lot and the American Legion. 

In order to insert the harbor walk and create some green space along 

the waterfront at the American Legion Hall, the parking lot needs to be 

recon" gured.  The introduction of any green space, regardless how 

small, unavoidably leads to the elimination of one row of parking.  Most 

of the eliminated parking stalls have been replaced by introducing ad-

ditional parking in the front of the building. However, the  introduction 

of a green buffer between the Harbor Walkway and the parking lot was 

considered a priority, therefore the number of available parking spaces 

has been reduced from the existing 55 to 45.  The parking lot is cur-

rently closed off to the public and serves only events in the American 

Legion Hall.  It is recommended to open the parking lot for the general 

public and only close it for events in the Hall.

The sidewalks along Mill Dam Road and NYS Route 110 have been 

extended to the entrance of the American Legion Hall.

Section/Elevation C-C�: American Legion

Scale: NTS
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6.5. Municipal Parking Design Cross Section

The Harbor Walkway is a 12 foot wide promenade along the bulk-

head and is separated from the parking lot by a narrow planting buf-

fer (see section E-E� on this page).  The parking lot is recon! gured 

to accommodate the Harbor Walkway with its amenities.  The rede-

signed parking lot provides room for 88 cars (parking lot previously 

designed for 87 cars).

Pedestrian access to the parking lot is possible at several locations.  

Benches are inserted into the planting bed facing the waterfront.  

A new sidewalk with curb is introduced along NYS Route 110 to con-

tinue the sidewalk from the Harbor Club further north.  The existing 

trees along the road are in poor condition and are replaced by co-

lumnar trees.  The canopy of these trees will stay rather narrow but 

will still provide shade and separation between the busy road and the 

parking lot.

Tree lined planting islands are introduced at the end of each parking 

isle to reduce the heat generated by the parking lot surface, soften 

the visual impact of this expansive hard surface and provide shade.  

The trees have a high canopy to avoid blocking views to the water.

Section/Elevation E-E�: Municipal Parking

Scale: NTS
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6.7. Halesite Marina Design Cross Section

The Harbor Walkway follows the bulkhead.  A meandering outline 

creates �outdoor rooms� various sizes and gives the illusion that the 

walk is interwoven with the proposed adjacent planting bed.  Three 

openings in the planting bed offer connections to the parking lot. 

The parking lot needs to be recon! gured to make room for the pro-

posed green space by eliminating one row of parking.  The new de-

sign works with only one isle in the middle of the parking lot, versus 

an isle on each side of the parking lot in the current layout.  This 

changed design is able to accommodates 52 cars, versus 50 in the 

current layout.  

Section/Elevation F-F�: Halesite Marina

Scale: NTS

The width of the proposed green space was maximized and designed 

as a generous planting bed varying in width between 10 to 20 feet.  

The typical Harbor Walkway pavement continues across the parking 

lot out to the sidewalk along NYS Route 110.

Flowering multi-stemmed trees provide shade for the seating ar-

rangements on the promenade as well as screening from the parking 

lot.  The under planting does not exceed 24 inches in height so as 

not to block views of the water from cars in the parking lot.  Rows of 

benches line the semi-circular rooms and can accommodate several 

individual visitors or whole families (see Section/Elevation F-F� on 

this page). 

The comfort station has been relocated to the south end of the 

property.  The Harbor Master�s of! ce building is a combination of of-

! ce space and maintenance storage and is relocated to the north of 

the site at the location of the existing maintenance building.  The re-

location and combination of these buildings opens the view out onto 

the water from NYS Route 110 while de! ning the Marina space. 

A new 5 foot wide sidewalk and curb are introduced on the west 

side of NYS Route 110 to continue the sidewalk from the south on 

this side of NYS Route 110.  A striped crosswalk connects this new 

sidewalk with the existing one on the north-east side of Halesite Fire 

Department.  New shade trees line the parking lot along NYS Route 

110.
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Section/Elevation G-G�: Halesite Marina Park

Scale: NTS

6.9. Halesite Marina Park Design Cross Section 

The park�s pathway system is being shifted slightly to the south to in-

crease the size of the lawn area adjacent to the waterfront.  This shift 

also creates a more dynamic access to the park from NYS Route 

110.  The parking lot is shifted to the south and decreased in size to 

14 spaces.  The net loss of parking spaces is 8.  The curb cut is shift-

ed 10 feet to the south-east to maximize the park area.  The previous 

cut-through to Halesite Marina is closed due to the new location of 

the Harbor Master�s of! ce building.

The Harbor Walkway runs along the bulkhead as a 12 foot wide

promenade and widens to 20 feet along the east side of the park.  A 

cantilevered platform in the shape of an ellipse is the dynamic focal 

point of the park.  It provides an area for events like weddings and/

or sponsored happenings.  A large permanently installed shade sail 

functions as a stage cover and provides architectural de! nition to the 

public open space component of this section of the Harbor Walkway 

(see image and Section/Elevation G-G� on this page).  

Built-in seating blocks set the framework for formal seating and pro-

vide permanent informal seating opportunities.  Additional seating 

is offered on picnic tables in the lawn.  All existing trees remain and 

additional trees are aligned along the east side of the park.

Shade Sail Structure
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P. Friedberg Slide, Central Park, New YorkP. Friedberg Steps, Central Park, New York

left).  It is recommended that these steps be utilized for the place-

ment of a series of simple play structures for young children and/or 

sculptors.  

On the west side, the plaza leads down to the water over a series of 

broad steps that are bordered by a boardwalk on the north west side.  

The boardwalk is located on top of the reconstructed bulkhead and 

leads out to the existing boathouse.  

A public comfort station is situated next to the concession stand.  

The existing parking near West Marine is formalized.  Additional 

parking is provided on East Shore Road.  The existing retaining wall 

along the road is in very poor structural shape.  It is replaced by 

6.11. Halesite Park Design Elements

Halesite Park offers great views in a tranquil setting of mature trees 

and lawn.  The park, however, lacks a sense of destination and feels 

disconnected from the rest of the harbor. 

A sense of destination can be provided by refurbishing the existing 

roofed pavilion at the bottom of the park and establishing a con-

cession stand there.  

A connection with the rest of the Harbor Walkway is established by 

creating another elliptically shaped public open space on the water-

front.  This space may be surfaced with a variety of materials includ-

ing, grass, pavers or compacted stone screenings.  A ! ush band of 

pavers de" nes the edge of this ! at plaza.  The plaza offers a de" ned 

room for activities and seating (see Section/Elevation H-H� on next 

page).

The area, currently gently sloped, is made leveled through the in-

sertion of broad steps into the hillside creating shallow landscaped 

terraces.  The steps are carved into the hill and die into the slope on 

each side.  The steps function as retaining walls for the level plaza 

and also function as relaxed informal seating (see image at lower 

relocating it further into the park to create room for head-in parking in 

between the two gateway buildings into the park.

All existing trees are maintained with the exception of the few trees 

that are in con! ict with expanding and formalizing the access drive 

along the north side of the park and the additional parking along East 

Shore Road. 

An adventure playground is built into the slope in the shade of the 

large existing Beech trees.  Starting near the eastern gate house 

play features are strung in a line down the hill located on the lawn 

terraces that step down to the plaza (see image at lower right) 
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Section/Elevation H-H�: Halesite Park

Scale: NTS
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387. CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

7. Construction Requirements

7.1. Visual Bulkhead Analysis

The RBA Group engaged Savik and Murray, LLP, a local engineering 

! rm with expertise in the design of marine structures, to comment on 

the condition of the existing bulkhead and adjacent upland associat-

ed with the recommended route for the Harbor Walkway.  Savik and 

Murray, LLP also aided in determining the feasibility of establishing 

new bulkheads, as well as identifying potential waterfront esplanade 

construction opportunities along the recommended route for the Har-

bor Walk.  The complete Savik and Murray, LLP Engineering Report 

is located in the Appendix of this document.

The majority of the existing bulkheads throughout the project area 

are in very poor condition. In certain areas of the project, such as 

the western section of Mill Dam Road and at Halesite Park, concrete 

walls, which historically had been functioning as bulkheads, have 

fallen into disrepair and have completely failed.  In other areas along 

the recommended route for the Harbor Walkway, such as Halesite 

Marina and Halesite Marina Park, clear signs of bulkhead failure 

were observed, including failing pavement, decaying piles, and bulk-

head bulging.  The only two properties located within the study area 

where the bulkhead appeared to be in satisfactory condition are the 

American Legion and the Ketewomoke Yacht Club properties, both 

of which have been ! tted with a steel bulkhead in recent years. Suf-

folk County is currently planning to budget for the replacement of the 

bulkhead at Overlook Park and Mill Dam Marina for 2008.

7.2. Construction Priorities

In order to determine the exact condition of the bulkhead at the mu-

nicipal parking lot, Halesite Marina and Halesite Marina Park, bor-

ings of the piles need to be taken, the existing dead men tested, and 

the soils of the adjacent upland tested to determine if repair work 

could prolong the life of the existing bulkhead or if full reconstruction 

of the bulkhead is the only viable solution.

For the purposes of this study, it is assumed that the bulkhead on all 

municipal properties within the study area will need to be replaced, 

with the exception of the steel bulkhead at the American Legion and 

Ketewomoke Yacht Club. This work should absolutely be undertaken 

before any construction starts on the proposed Harbor Walkway in 

those speci! c areas.

7.3. Permit Requirements

All proposed work within 300 feet of tidal waters requires approval by 

the following regulatory agencies:

� NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)

� U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)

� NYS Department of State (NYSDOS)

Additionally, the Town of Huntington may require internal permitting 

depending on the speci! c project requirements and/or location.

A permit application for any proposed construction within the proj-

ect area is to be submitted to the NYSDEC, who will in turn forward 

such application to the ACOE as well as the NYSDOS.  However, the 

aforementioned permitting process can be more ef! ciently expedit-

ed by directly submitting original applications to all three regulatory 

agencies simultaneously.  It is recommended that any application for  

bulkhead repair or replacement be submitted to all agencies together 

with the application for the proposed Harbor Walkway construction.

The reconstruction of the failed concrete bulkheads on Mill Dam Road 

and at Halesite Park should be prioritized, since it is more dif! cult to 

get approval for a new bulkhead from the Department of Environ-

mental Conservation where none currently exists.  In-kind replace-

ment of an existing but failing bulkhead is typically not a problem.  

The bulkhead has not been moved from its current location along the 

entire length of the proposed Harbor Walkway, with one exception.  

At Halesite Park, the existing deteriorated concrete wall is extending 

out into the water to the southern end of the park.  The design fol-

lows this extension, but the steps leading down to the water protrude 

slightly to create a sheltered bay environment with the boardwalk on 

the northern end of Halesite Park.

Additionally, any proposed projects located at Halesite Park will need 

to be referred to the NYSHPO for review and approval, as Halesite 

Park is located with the East Shore Road National Register Historic 

District. Proposed projects are to be mailed to:

New York State Historic Preservation Of! ce

Peebles Island Resource Center

P.O. Box 189

Waterford, NY 12188-0189

7.4. Project Schedule

The average time frame to get permits from the three Departments 

for this type of work is approximately 6 months. 

The best time to do any type of bulkhead work is winter.  The project 

would have to be constructed in stages due to the extent of the work.  

A contractor experienced in the construction of marine structures can 

typically build a maximum of 60 feet of bulkhead per day, including 

excavation, construction and back! ll. 

The project is designed so that it may be completed as a whole, or 

in individual phases as circumstances may warrant  (as depicted by 

the Project Phases Map on the following page).
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It is acknowledged that the exact locations of above and below 

ground utilities will need to be located on a case-by-case basis for 

each property individually, which is associated with any proposed 

establishment of the Harbor Walkway, as well as proposals for ar-

eas adjacent to the Harbor Walkway.

HUNTINGTON HARBOR
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